


“SS. BAN HO GUAN”



Sunk by Japanese Submarine on 28 February 1942




(Researched) Passenger List.

Preface:

Following the Battle for Malaya during December 1941 - January 1942 and as the fall of Singapore became imminent during the first weeks of February, several thousand men, women and children made frantic, last minute efforts to escape the burning city - which was by then under constant bombing and shellfire from the Japanese.

Evacuation ships had been leaving since soon after the first bombs fell on Singapore on 8 December 1941, but as the Japanese army moved quickly and inexorably closer down the Malayan Peninsula the flow of people (initially mainly women and children) became a desperate torrent of people trying to gain passage on the next ship leaving Singapore.

By the 13 February 1942 – and only two days before the final Surrender to the Japanese – all but a few hundred of the women who were going to make this increasingly dangerous passage by sea had left and the composition of the escapees quickly changed to men – civilians, government officials, and servicemen who had permission to leave for a variety of reasons. Most were Europeans.

 They were by then using an amazing variety of craft to cross the seas to what appeared to be the safety of Sumatra and Java. Everything from old Yangste River gunboats, fast Naval and Air force patrol craft, Harbour Board oil and water tenders (that had a top speed of 4 knots)  - through to lifeboats, “praus” (tiny Malay canoes) and sailing dinghies from the Changi Sailing Club.

When the Surrender was confirmed in the early evening of Sunday, 15 February 1942 the escape efforts became even more desperate and opportunistic. Many hundreds of servicemen from all branches of the armed forces, including  hundreds of men from the Malayan Volunteer forces (FMSVF, SSVF, MRNVR and other units ) joined in the search for anything that floated to get away from the small British occupied area bounding Singapore city, Changi and Blakan Mati ( now Sentosa) and some small surrounding islands.

 After exhausting, arduous and extremely dangerous voyages in every imaginable type of boat and ship most reached Sumatra – however many were captured or killed in ambushes by the Japanese Navy and aerial bombing attacks.

On reaching Sumatra there  began another tiring journey by truck, car, bus, and train across the pre-prepared escape route – this ran from the little port towns and villages of the Indragiri River on the east coast across the mountainous center of Sumatra to the primary evacuation point at the town of Padang on the west coast. 

At Padang, thousands of men and women had been crowding into the town for weeks and were being organised into prioritized batches for evacuation on the occasional arrival of passenger ships, merchant ships, and warships to make the next voyage to Colombo, Bombay and Freemantle. This had also become extremely dangerous as Japanese submarines and some Japanese warships had by then started circling the Indian Ocean and patrolling the west coast of Sumatra.

This record is an effort to unravel the mystery of the identity of the over 200 men who were on the “SS. Ban Ho Guan” when it left the port at Padang enroute for Tjilatjap and possibly with the objective of reaching Freemantle in Australia.

The port of Padang is some five kilometers outside the town and was at that time known as Emmahaven.

Most of these ships did make it to safety but there were several terrible sea tragedies including the sinkings of the “SS. Rooseboom “, and the “SS. Ban Ho Guan” by the Japanese submarines as they closed the net around the Netherlands East Indies.

The “Ban Ho Guan” (hereafter referred to as the “BHG”) was at 270 feet a modest sized merchant ship (1,693 tons and built in 1908 in Feijnoord, Rotterdam) By 1938 it was owned by the richest and most powerful trader in South East Asia at the time, Oei Tiong Ham, through his company Heap Eng Moh SS and was sailing under the British flag. It was a single screw ship, with two masts and the Bridge and accommodation amidships.

This ship was one of the later ships to evacuate people from Padang and followed the earlier ill-fated “Rooseboom (which had been sunk with only eight survivors out of over 600 people on board) by a day or so.

Who was actually on the BHG when it left Emmahaven has been, and still is, largely a mystery because there were know known survivors and the records of who was leaving on the latter evacuation ships appears to have disappeared – the writer concludes that the ‘prioritized batches of evacuees’ records that were compiled by each of the successive three Commanding Officers in the town were taken by senior officers on the “SS. Rooseboom” or destroyed as the Japanese arrived several weeks later in Padang.

The key document in partly unraveling the mystery of the “BHG” and the people who were on board that short, fateful voyage , is a two page handwritten ‘report’ on what looks like school writing paper by Major G. Bristow, RAOC / R.E.M.E., to GHQ., Ceylon Command during 1942. (PRO WO 361/187). It states;

“Subject: Steamer BAN HO Guan – British casualties.

The following report may assist in reporting casualties on this steamer.

I was on duty at EMMAHAVEN, PADANG as an embarkation officer. I saw all personnel on board & left shortly before the steamer sailed at about 0500hrs 28 Feb 42.

Rations for 3 – 4 days were provided by the Dutch Military Authorities, & the O. C. ship (Lt. Col. MACFARLANE) made arrangements for cooking by British Personnel. In my opinion, the rations were not sufficient to last more than four days, but the ship may have had ample stocks of rice. Coal was carried as cargo.

I was told by the Captain & by the agent that the ship would make for TJILATJAP, JAVA. On 2 March 42 when I was a passenger on KPM steamer PALIMA the Captain told me that he had intercepted a radio broadcast from the Dutch Naval Authorities instructing BAN HO Guan not to make for TJILATJAP but to make for nearest land & await further orders. At that time BAN HO GUAN should have crossed the SUNDA STRAIT & have been off the South Coast of JAVA. Since then, I have not heard any news of this steamer.

I believe that the classes of passengers are as follows:-









Officers

O.R.s

Royal Navy & Royal Marines




6

34

A.I.F







2

100

British Army, Indian Army & Malayan Volunteers


18

55









20(deleted)
35(deleted)

Civilians (Malayan Survey Dept 8)


Australian

I remember the following names,

(he then lists 21 names, ranks and units – two of whom were incorrect because they turned up in India and the remainder , who were classified as to whether he was ‘certain’ or ‘uncertain’,  are included in the main list below with notation that they were recorded on this list insofar as certainty)

G. Bristow, Major

RAOC”

This confirms that there were 223 passengers on board the “BHG” plus an unknown number of crew – but there must have been at least 8 -10 officers and crew on board.

So the complement - of what appears to have been exclusively men – totaled around 230 persons.

There is another letter written by Major G. Bristow (this time shown as R.E.M.E.) on 4th Dec 1942 to;

“…The Secretary, The R.A. Institution, Woolwich. London. S.E.18

 Subject:- Lieut. Colonel W. A. MacFarlane, R.A. Believed missing since Singapore…”

In which he confirms most of the above details as he attempts to let Mrs. MacFarlane (wife of the O. C. of the “BHG”) know what might have happened to her husband.

For some reason, however, he has altered the number of and composition of the British Army, Indian Army and Malayan Volunteers to 35 officers (previously 18) and the number of ORs in these services to 38(previously 55) and increased the number of civilians to 14 (previously 8) – whilst making no adjustment to the Royal Navy, Royal Marines or AIF complement numbers.

This may have resulted from him by then working off memory and it is doubtful if by then he still had a copy of his earlier handwritten report.

There is another confirmation of the events and the enemy threat at the time in a letter by Mr. Roger Delbey, Chairman, Malayan Research Bureau, Sydney dated 30 May 1945 wherein he says;

”…There were three of those small ships which left on those two days ( 27 or 28 February 1942) bound for Java. Stokes Hughes’s boat, the “Palehlah” picked up on a receiving set, which was all the ship had, a warning that there were submarines in the Sunda Straits. The captain turned this ship around and sailed for Colombo which they reached safely, however on very short rations.

The two ships which had left before Stokes-Hughes’s were the “Seeberg” and the ship you called the “Ban Ho Guan” but which has variously been given to us as “Han Moh” and “Ban Moh”, were both said to have been sunk…. Survivors may have quite easily have reached the string of islands on the western coast of Sumatra, but none of the passengers who were with Carruthers and Edwards have since been heard of. There were five members of the Survey in Malaya and a few others…”

By 1945 official correspondence contained the statement “An unofficial report was received that the vessel was sunk by enemy action on the 1st March 1942 and that the Dutch captain of the ship survived & was taken prisoner by the Japanese…” (Memo by P.C. Deveraux dated 14.12. 45 Stoneycroft in WO361/187).

There was quite a lot of enquiry in an effort to find the Captain van der Berg of the “BHG” but this appears to have been unsuccessful.

Sixteen Australians are commemorated on the Singapore Memorial as having died on 28.2.42 (Dept. of Veteran Affairs, Canberra)

Captain David Nelson – who made brilliant, invaluable records of people during his time as a POW in Changi – states “… BHG sailed from Padang for Java midnight 27.2.42 and disappeared without trace. Among passengers Malayan Survey Staff: Noel Bridges, T. Husband, Phil Goss, C.C. Best, Clark – Walker…”

This research has been compiled out of empathy for the men who lost their lives in this attack and sinking, and the families they left behind,  and is specifically motivated by the possibility that the writer’s uncle, Private John ‘Jack” William Clark, a 19 year old New Zealander working for ICI Malaya Ltd and also serving in the Federated Malay States Volunteer Forces might have been on board this vessel.

The writer would be very interested in receiving any further information or corrections on the last voyage of the BHG and the men who might have been on board – please email mncpether@xtra.co.nz  or write to Michael Pether, 55 Te Pene Road, Maraetai, Manukau, 2018, New Zealand with any information or enquiry.

Sources:

BPPL – the pin point (microscopic writing) list on “Jeyes” toilet paper compiled by Jack Bennett in sector whilst an internee in Changi prison camp during 1942 with several thousand names and the last known information on these people after the Surrender of Singapore. It is now held in the National Archives UK.

 GBR – report by Major G. Bristow, RAOC, to GHQ, Ceylon from his knowledge as Embarkation officer for the departure of the “BHG” from Padang

NAAMM – National Archives of Australia, a ‘digitalized’ file, “Memorial to Missing” which are the original Army Cards for missing servicemen listed at  Kranji , Series 8234, Control Symbol 11919, Barcode 8326109 – there are three files in alphabetical order (A-G, etc). 

MVJB – Malayan Volunteer database of John Brown

Passengers:

Civilians; 

· BEST – David Nelson believed he had boarded the “BHG”; “… Best C C Surveys left 15/2 NEI?...” (BPPL)
· HUSBAND– Charles Thomas Main Husband, Deputy Surveyor General, Survey Dept., FMS & SS. Left Singapore with four others on Captain David Nelson’s yacht “Awan”; “…Husband C T M Surveys left 15/2 for Java…” ( BPPL); David Nelson believed he had boarded the  “BHG”; 
· PEDLOW – Mr. Justice Pedlow, Malaya, ‘certain’ passenger (GBR); Mr. Pedlow appears as a judge in “Straits Times” newspaper reports in 1935 and 1937;also “…Pedlow J H CLS left 14/2…” (BPPL); there may be a connection with Sister Edith Doreen Pedlow, QAIMNS, 206391, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W. Pedlow – she died on 20.2.42 (CWGC)
Malayan Volunteers; 

· BRIDGES – Lt. Col. W.F. Noel Bridges (unclassified) FMSVF, 314012, aged 52 years, Surveyor Gen Survey Department SS FMS, was on HMS Grasshopper, “…lost at sea 14.2.42…” d. from Padang, enemy action (MVJB); David Nelson believed he had boarded the “BHG” (above); “…Bridges W F N Surveys left 13/2/for Java (BPPL);
· CARTER – Captain Reginald Rudolph Childers Carter, General List, 1st Btn. The Malay Regiment, “…If you will refer to your files you will note that I informed you I had reason to believe my husband left Padang bound for Java on the night of the 27th February 1942. I have since ascertained that a ship named the “BHG” left for java that same night and was sunk by the Japanese on 1st march 1942…..Since the Japanese surrender all my attempts to trace my husband have been in vain. Although there is no positive proof that he was on the “BHG” it seems highly probable that he was…( letter 3 November 1945 from Mrs. Joyce Carter to Casualties Branch, War Office ,London); this is somewhat verified by  “… Carter R R C Kedah R C seen Sumatra 27/2… “ (BPPL); also Capt. R. C. C. Carter, Volunteer/gen List/1st Btn Malay regt., #205478, Asst. The Kedah Rubber Company, Bandar Bahru, Selangor. Died of wounds (or at sea) 28144/1/380. Missing general Area list: NEI missing no trace …” (MVJB)
· CARRUTHERS – CSM Carruthers, 1st Perak Btn., ‘uncertain’ passenger (GBR); “…Carruthers W J AOML left 16/2 small boat…” (BPPL); a post war Statutory declaration states “…I saw William J. Carruthers…who was in the employ of the same organisation as myself at Tanjong Tualang in the State of Perak,,., leave a port …I believe Emmahaven by steamer on or about 28th day of February 1942 at about 2 o’clock in the morning (declaration by William Deakin on 14 8. 49); also confirmed by Major Stokes-Hughes who sailed from Emmahaven just after the “BHG” left; also CSM William “Billy” Carruthers, 1st Btn SSVF ( Malacca) ,#6741, miner ,seen by another volunteer who had escaped from Singapore, Sgt. D. V. McKenzie “…seen safe Sumatra, but not heard of again…” Lost at sea 28.2.42 ( MVJB)
· CLARK - WALKER – Alexander McGregor Clark- Walker, born 1901 in Whangerei, New Zealand. To Malaya in 1928 as Surveyor-on Agreement, FMS, NS. , then Senior Surveyor, Perak Survey Dept., finally Deputy Chief Surveyor. Left Singapore with four others on Capt. David Nelson’s yacht “Awan”; must have then boarded the “Giang Bee” and reached firstly Ayer – Molek camp and then Padang. Boarded the “BHG” (Moffatt); “…Walker A N McG Clark Surveys left 15? / 2 Int Padang…” (BPPL); 
· CRAWFORD – 2nd Lt. Paterson Crawford, Malayan Volunteer, ’uncertain’ passenger (GBR); Donald Torrance Paterson Crawford, Assist. Planter, KMS Rubber plantations, Kedah. Malayan Volunteer, general List, 1st Mysore Infantry. Wife also on board???(MVG); 2nd lt. Donald Torrance Paterson Crawford, 2nd Selangor Btn. FMSVF, attached 1st Mysores, #221751, Asst. KMS. Rubber Plantations, Kedah, “…lost at sea 28.2.42 on Rosenbaum?...” (MVJB); “…believed safe …” (David Nelson Changi records)

· EDWARDS – “…Edwards L L George AOML left 16/2…” (BPPL); Sgt. Lloyd George Edwards, 2nd Selangor Btn, FMSVF; Statutory declaration states”… I saw Lloyd George Edwards ( another pre-war fellow employee) at Tanjong Tualang in the State of Perak) leave a port near Padang, Sumatra, named I believe Emmahaven by a steamer on or about the 28th day of February 1942 at about 2 o’clock in the morning…( declaration by William Deakin on 14.8.49 then in employ of Kamunting Tin Dredging at Taiping, Perak); Sgt. Lloyd George Edwards, 2nd Selangor Btn., FMSVF, #6782, Australian Tin Miner, Ampat Tin Dredging, Kampar, aged 33years, - lost at sea 28.2.42 (MVJB)

· FITTOCK – Sub. Lt Charles Fittock, MRNVR; “… Fittock Chas S Darby (Carreras) RNVR left ship sunk seen in water Ex Gransden…” , note -  there is also a listing for this person who appears to have reported Charles Fittock’s sighting,   i.e. “Gransden J Collier BCL RNVR POW…” (BPPL); Sub. Lt. Charles Fittock, MRNVR, Asst. Carreras, (ADM 1991472A), died at sea, sinking of “BHG” (MVJB); david Nelson records show Charles Fittock in Palembang and Padang

· GOSS – Wing Commander Philip “Phi” Henry Goss, MVAF (MVG- Moffatt); “…Goss R H Surveys RAF? Left 15/2 (BPPL); Wing Commander Phil. H. Goss, Chief Surveyor, Selangor. Escaped in a small launch 2/42 then believed lost on “Rosenbaum” 28.2.42 (MVDB JB); no record at CWGC

· LOWE – Sub. Lt. Leslie S.  Lowe, MRNVR (????);  “… Lowe Leslie Perak River HTD FMSVF Bvd joined boat as Engr…” (BPPL); Perak River Hydro Electric Co. ,Ipoh died 28.2.42 (ADM 1991472A)

· PARSONS – CSM Parsons, 2nd Selangor Bn., “uncertain’ passenger (GBR); “…Parson H A S Gumut left after capit missing…” (BPPL); CSM. Harold Arthur ’Hap’ Parsons , Selangor Btn., FMSVF,#  C/7529,Planter at Tanjong Malim and Manager S. Gumut estate, Selangor aged 45 years. Wounded 26.12.41. Seen safe in Sumatra between 16-28 February 1942. Died at sea sinking of “BHG” (MVDB JB) 

· Patterson – Sgt. W. D. Patterson, 1st Perak Bn, ‘uncertain’ passenger (GBR); Sergeant William Dunbar Patterson, Perak Btn., FMSVF. David Nelson records “Missing/Volunteer”. Died at sea sinking of “BHG” ( MVDB JB)
· STIFF – Bombardier Frances George Stiff, # 13267, SSVF Searchlight Bty., tin miner, Straits Trading Co, aged 29 years – died 26.2.42 died off Java, enemy action MVD JB); “Stiff F G Str Trdg POW? wife Empr Star…”(BPPL);David nelson records “Perth/Volunteer” 

· WITHERBY/ WEATHERBY? – CSM Weatherby, 4th Pahang Bn, ‘uncertain’ passenger (GBR): “…Witherby J H Mentri Boust POW? ...” (BPPL); CSM Weatherby, 4th Pahang Btn., (CO980/9) (MVD JB); then also”…CSM James Herbert Witherby, FMSVF, M/V, Manager Mentri Estate, Malacca died at sea. Sinking of “BHG” …” (????); 
· YOUNG – CQMS Young, 1st Perak Bn., ‘uncertain’ passenger (GBR); “…Young J H SPYAUE (spelling?)H Barker Vols left by small boat x B Mati…” (BPPL); CQMS John Hamilton Young, FMSVF, Assist. Bagan Datoh Estate/H & C (Plannington Estate) CO 980/10, died at sea sinking of “BHG” (MVDB JB); Davis Nelson has “Missing/Volunteer”

Royal Navy and Royal Marines;

· STEVENSON – Surgeon Commander Stevenson, RNR., ‘uncertain as to name ‘ (GBR): “…Stevenson Cmdr Banka Lost Bvd Drowned…” (BPPL); 

· SURTEES – 2nd Lt. Surtees, RNR., ‘uncertain’ passenger (GBR); 

· TERRY – Lt. Commander Terry, R.N. ‘certain’ passenger (GBR);”…Lieutenant Commander A.H. Terry, RN still missing…” ( C. W. Casualties letter 1.6.43 at PRO); Terry had escaped with Lt. Cdr. Geoffrey Brooke on 13.2.42 on a Yangste River steamer with 140 passengers
British Army and Indian Army;

· ASHWORTH – Lt. Bernard Ashworth, RAOC (Singapore depot) (????)

· BISS – Major Biss, RAOC (or IAOC deleted), Base Ord Workshop, ‘certain’ passenger, missing Malaya last seen 15/2 Ayer Molek, Sumatra (GBR); Major W. C. Biss, Royal Army Ordinance Corps (GHQ India Command 1944 ltr.)

· BROWN – S/Sgt. Brown, IAOC., ‘uncertain’ passenger (GBR); Sgt. K. F. Brown, No.9 IAOC Mobile Workshop Company ( Secretary , Military Dept memo  3.6.43  at PRO)

· BROWN – S/Condr. Brown, IAOC, ‘uncertain’ passenger (GBR); Sgt. J. Brown, No.10 Mobile Workshop Company ( Secretary, Military Dept. memo 

· CARTER - 

· CHARANDAS – Naik Charandas, IAOC., ‘uncertain’ passenger (GBR); Naik Charandas, IAOC, on “BHG” (letter 25 may 1943 to India office at PRO)

· GILL – Condr. Gill, IAOC. ‘uncertain’ passenger (GBR); Sub-Condr.(T/Condr) J. F . H. Gill, IAOC ,No.9 IAOC Mobile Workshop Company in Malaya
· MACDONALD – Lt. A. MacDonald, 4 Norfolk, ‘certain’ passenger (GBR); Lt. A.D. MacDonald – The Royal Norfolk regiment (GHQ India Command ltr. 1944)
· MACFARLANE – Lt. Col. MacFarlane, RA., (148 Field Regt),’certain’ passenger (GBR); Lieutenant-Colonel W. A. Macfarlane, MC TD – Royal Artillery (GHQ, India Command 1944 ltr PRO); Macfarlane last seen 1900 hrs 26. 2. 42 by WO II Davenport as MacFarlane”… wished him goodbye on the dockside at Padang before davenport left on “SS. Tinombo” , MacFarlane stated that, in all probability he would be leaving later on another ship…”( Davenport statement 14.2.43  WO361/187); similar record by WO II Dorrell leaving on same ship but stating date was 27.2.42( 18.1.43 statement by Dorrell at PRO)
· NANDA – Capt. Nanda, I. Arty. ,’uncertain’ passenger (GBR); 

· PULLIBLANK – Captain R. A. Pulliblank, The Loyal Regiment (GHQ, India Command ltr. 1944); (North Lancashire) (????_; seen safe in Sumatra ( (Mrs. Pulliblank letter  11.6.42 quoting another source);also stated to be on “BHG” by Lt. Col  Sydenham, RE. (WO361/187)

· RYDER - ???? Ryder, 11 Ind. Div, ‘certain’ passenger (GBR); Major E.T.D. Ryder, 1st Gurkha Rifles, GSO 2 of 9th Indian Division, singapore (Military Dept., India Office letter 21.4.44 at PRO)); Major E.T.D. Ryder, 1st Gurkha Rifles & GSO II or I of one of the Indian Divisions in Singapore was seen in Sumatra on 29th February 1942 by Major Hayes, RAMC setting sail for Java with two companions… (letter fro father, Colonel C. H. D. Ryder dated 3.10.43 ); Lt. Col. G. T. M. Hayes IMS ( 
AIF;

· ALLAN – Private Daniel Morton Allan, NX 33129, 22 Infantry Brigade, Australian Reinforcement, age 39 years, son of William and Agnes Allan of Edgecliffe, New South Wales, Australia – he died on 28.2.42. Notation “…Embarked from Padang on a vessel stated to have been sunk by bombing. Unconfirmed report that party reached Tjilatjap…” (NAAMM)

· BELFORD – Private Robert Warwick Belford, NX43710, AIF.2/18 Bn. Australian Infantry, age 23 years, husband of Bessie Primrose Belford of Redfern, New South Wales – he died 28.2.42. Notation “…Embarked from padang on a vessel stated to have been sunk by bombing. Unconfirmed report that party reached Tjilatjap…” ( NAAMM)

· BROWN – Gunner Walter Ernest Brown, NX 35492, VC, DCM, AIF., 2/15 Fd. Regt., Royal Australian Artillery, aged 55 years, husband of Maude Brown of Carlton, New South Wales , Australia – died 28.2.42 Notation on his Army card only states that “…became missing 28/2/42…”(NAAMM);Walter Brown had won the VC in the First World War and despite being over the permitted age to enlist for the Second World War he had not told the truth on his age and had been enlisted. The Army permitted him to remain when the truth was known. When the Surrender of Singapore occurred he is reported to have picked up a bag of grenades and walked towards enemy lines. There was another unofficial sighting of him ten days after the Surrender and he has been included in this list at this stage because his date of death coincides with the other men who were on the “BHG” 

· CHESHIRE – Signalman Clifford William James Cheshire, NX 46216, AIF. Sigs. 8 Div, Australian Army Ordinance Corps of Signals, aged 21 years, husband of Athena Cheshire - he died 28.2.42. Notation on his Army card is “… Embarked from Padang on a vessel stated to have been sunk by bombing. Unconfirmed report that party reached Tjilatjap…” (NAAMM)

· CONNOLLY – Private Noel Kevin Connolly, QX23803, AIF. 2/3 Ord. Store Coy., Australian Army ordinance Corps., aged 22 years son of Kevin and Annie Connolly of Leichardt, New South Wales – died 28.2.42. Notation on his Army card states” …Embarked from Padang on a vessel stated to have been sunk by bombing. Unconfirmed report that party reached Tjilatjap… “ ( NAAMM)

· CRIBBENS – Warrant Officer Class II, Francis Albert Frederick Cribbens, NX57773, AIF.8 Div. Prov. Coy, Australian Army provost Corps, aged 39 years, husband of Jessica Cribbens of Narrabeen, New South Wales, died 28.2.42. Notation on his Army card states only “… became missing 28/2/42…” (NAAMM)

· FIELD – Sergeant Edwin John Field, NX56559, AIF. HQ. 8Division, aged 23 years, son of Herbert and Elsie Field of Lidcombe, New South Wales – he died on 28.2.42. Notation on his Army card states “…Was on ship sunk off Pandang (sic) Sumatra on 28.2.42 .Embarked from Padang on a vessel stated to have been sunk by bombing. Unconfirmed report that party reached Tjilatjap…” (NAAMM)

· GAHAN – Privet Harold Frank Gahan, NX32679, AIF, HQ. 8 Division, aged 35 years, husband of Florence Emily Gahan of Malfly, New South Wales – he died on 28. 2. 42. Notation on his Army card states”…was on ship sunk off Pandang (sic) Sumatra on 28.2.42. Embarked from Padang on a vessel stated to have been sunk by bombing. Unconfirmed report that party reached Tjilatjap… “ (NAAMM)

Ships Crew;

· VAN DER BERG – Captain van der Berg, captain of “BHG” 

Unidentified Passengers:

· Five members of Survey Malaya

· Four companions of Geoffrey Edwards (AMICE) had earlier escaped on David Nelson’s yacht “Awan” from Singapore – got on “BHG” (MVGDB)
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